
Host	
  Customization	
  Options	
  

1.	
  Branded	
  Banner	
  
 
As a host, your site will include a branded banner along the top of your Planned 
Giving Design Center. Our web services team will match it to your existing 
homepage as close as possible or you have the option of designing your own. The 
organization logo will be linked to your homepage and any sponsor ads will be linked 
as well (as described in section 4).  
 
Banners can be changed as often as you’d like; seasonally, milestone anniversary, 
special campaign, etc. If at any time your homepage is redesigned, simply let us 
know and we will update your PGDC site to match. Here are a few examples below: 
 

 



	
  

2.	
  Menu	
  Tabs	
  	
  
 
Customized tabs appear in the group navigation 
menu (2a) as well as the right sidebar (2b). Each 
tab/menu item can showcase one full page of 
information or a list of multiple content items that 
link to additional pages. For example: About Us can 
include links to pages with your mission statement, 
foundation history, staff bios and more (2c).  
 
Current tab options are: 
 

 About Us 

 Blog 

 Board News 

 Calendar 

 Contact Us 

 Donate 

 Events 

 Forms 

 Jobs 

 News 

 Newsletters 

 Our Board 

 Presentations 

 Resources 

 Sponsors 

 Staff

2c 



3.	
  Mission	
  Statement	
  
 
This section can be used to highlight your mission statement, an introduction to your 
organization or describe the purpose of your site. Text can be various fonts, colors, 
justified, bulleted and include a graphic. 

4.	
  Ad	
  Space	
  
 
Ad space is valuable real estate on the PGDC. Some hosts use this space for 
promoting campaigns, sponsors, events, social media and other items.  
 
Ads can be displayed in the sidebar of your group page (4a), in the banner (4b), in 
the email newsletter (not pictured) or a combination. You also have the option of 
having an ad in the weekly newsletter but not on the site. Sidebar ads will appear on 
the group page, on any group news items and the calculation center. Banner ads 
appear on every page of your PGDC site. 
 
There is a limit of 3 ads in the banner, 4 ads in the sidebar and 10 ads in the 
newsletter. Optimal image size is 200w x 110h. 
 
Ideas for ads are: 

 Sponsors 
 Campaigns 
 Events 
 Forms/Documents 
 Awards 

 Donor Stories 
 Advisor Testimonials 
 Social Media 
 Affiliate Organizations 
 Publications 

 

 
For a detailed list of ad space options and samples, visit our FAQ. 

5.	
  Sidebar	
  Menu	
  

If you have content that you would like to appear on your PGDC but doesn’t 
necessarily fall under one of the menu tab options listed in #1 we can create custom 
menus to appear in the right sidebar. Examples of this would be donor stories, 
testimonials, campaigns, videos, etc. The sidebar menu is visible from every page 
within your group. 

4b 



6.	
  Group	
  News	
  

The PGDC not only provides professional advisors in your community with vital 
information about planned giving; it also provides them with ongoing information 
about your organization and helps you to maintain an active relationship with them. 

Utilizing the Group News section of the PGDC is a great way to communicate with 
your subscribers, and it can help you build relationships with your subscribers. Group 
news is included in the national newsletter and is emailed to your members each 
week. 

When group news is added to your PGDC it is automatically shown on the group 
page. It can also be assigned to appear under a News tab (2a). This is a great way 
to keep an archive of all the news that has been posted to your PGDC for members 
to access more easily in the future. 

For your convenience we will put up your news for you.  Simply email the item to 
support@pgdc.com and we'll be happy to add it for you. If an RSS feed is available 
on your homepage we can subscribe to it and automatically post news for you! 

7.	
  Anchored	
  Links	
  

Anchored links appear in the sidebar regardless 
of what page a member is on within your group, 
whether they're on the main group page or 
reading a group news item. Anchored links are 
great for showcasing important information you 
want members to see more often. They are 
displayed between the group search field and 
ads (if any). 

Some examples of anchored links our hosts and 
groups are currently using: 

 Forms & documents 
 Legacy Societies 
 Video Library 
 Events 
 Publications 
 Sponsors 
 Resources 
 Advisor and/or donor stories 
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8.	
  Email	
  Newsletter	
  Introduction	
  

PGDC hosts now have the option of personalizing the introductions text to better suit 
your organization. Currently the “stock” intro message for the PGDC email newsletter 
is: 

"As a member of the [Host Name] PGDC you are being sent this email to keep 
you up to date on the latest additions to the site." 

Children’s Mercy Hospitals is a great example of a host utilizing the custom 
introduction. Read the introduction and see the screen shot below of how it looks in 
their PGDC newsletter.  

“Children's Mercy is honored to count you among our network of professional 
advisors and nonprofit representatives, and we are pleased to serve as your host 
of the Planned Giving Design Center (PGDC). As the local host, we seek to 
support you and our community with this free online service to further assist you 
as you advise your clients and donors about estate planning and charitable 
giving. As a member of the PGDC community, you are receiving this e-
newsletter to provide you with the most current news, research, forums and 
other resources. At Children's Mercy Hospitals and Clinics, we are redefining 
pediatric medicine throughout the Midwest and beyond. If you would like to 
discuss charitable giving opportunities or learn more about how planned giving 
makes a difference in the lives of our children and their families, contact Pamela 
Miller at (816) 346-1350 or pmiller1@cmh.edu, Jane Lampo at (816) 701-4339 
or jnlampo@cmh.edu, or visit us at www.childrensmercy.org/plannedgiving. 
Thank you for helping us to be here for all children.” 
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9.	
  About	
  Us	
  &	
  Staff	
  Block	
  
 
Each PGDC group has the option of displaying a block in the lower section of the 
group page featuring About Us & Staff information. The About Us section can be as 
brief or as long as you’d like or it can be hidden. The Staff listing includes name, 
title, contact button for email and optional photos. 

 
 
 
 
As you can see, many of our customization options are interchangeable and can be 
used in multiple sections of the site providing various ways to display your 
information.  
 
We will gladly review your homepage and provide you with a list of customization 
suggestions. Feel free to submit any questions or new ideas to support@pgdc.com.  
 


